Cardiogenic shock due to thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura.
We report the case of a 49-year-old man with thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) leading to cardiogenic shock. Laboratory data were typical for TTP with thrombocytopenia and microangiopathic hemolytic anemia. The electrocardiogram recorded significant ST-segment elevations in the anterior and inferior leads. In addition' coronary angiography showed normal epicardial coronary arteries with slow flow. The patient died due to electromechanical dissociation six hours after admission. During autopsy typical features of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura were found. Histological preparation of the heart showed a diffuse myocardial necrosis due to microvascular thrombosis. Cardiac involvement is common in TTP but extended myocardial necrosis has been reported in only a few cases.